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EPIDENDRUM SPHENOSTELE Hágsater et E.Santiago, sp. nov. 

Type : PANAMÁ: Ch iriq uí: Boquete, Valle Fortuna; received flowers 1 October 1987, cultivated by 
Andres Maduro, sent to Robert L. Oress/er, who in turn sent it to E. Hágsater 9361. Holotype: spirit AMO! 

(1llustration voucher.) 

Epidendro bicunicu/ato Hágsater & E.5antiago simile sed labello oblongo (in aspectu generali), lobulis 
lateralibus parv is, co lum na incrassata cum marginibus lateralibus reflexis denticulatisque, nectario amplo 
ad fu ndum rotu ndato, d istinctum. 

Hábito no visto. Ovario terete, delgado, no inflado, liso, 9 mm de largo. Flores 2 (v istas), sin datos de color ni fragancia. 
Sépalos libres, elípticos; redondeados, 7-nervados margen entero, extendido, 10 x 5.5 mm; el dorsal algo reflexo; los 
laterales extendidos. Petalos extend idos, libres, 060vaáo espatu lados, algo convexos, redondeados, 5-nelvadosr margen 
entero extend ido, 8 x 7 mm. Labelo unido a la co lumna, incipientemente tri lobado, oblongo en forma general, a lámina 
extendiéndose desde la mitad apical de la columna, 7.5 x 3.5 mm; ecalloso, con un par de qu illas cortas y paralelas que se 
desvanecen antes de llegar a la base del lóbulo medio; lóbulos laterales pe<;jueños, anchamente subtriangulares, margen 
eroso dentado, 1 x 3 mm; lóbu lo medio oblongo, ligeramente cóncavo en el ápice, subagudo, diminutamente ap iculaao, 
margen entero, algo involuto en posición natural, 3.5 x 2 mm. Columna corta, gruesa, amp' li a en la base y gradualmente 
más angosta hacia el áp ice, en forma de cuña, el ápice alargado hasta la mitad dellabelo con los márgenes late rales reflexos, 
denticul ados, 4 mm de largo. Clinandrio reducido, margen entero. Antera 2-locu lar, ovoide con una quilla dorsal baja. 
Polinios 2, angostamente óbovoides; caudícu las no vistas. Rostelo subap ical, hendido. Lóbu(os laterales del estigma no 
vi~tos. Nectario poco profundo, sin penetrar el ovario, amplio, redondeado al fondo, no inflado, diminutamente papiloso. 
Capsula no vista . 

Plant not seen . Ovary terete, thin, not inflated, smooth. Flowers on ly two seen. Sepals free, elliptic, rounded, 7-veined, 
margin entire, the dorsal sepals somewhat reflexed, the lateral sep'als spreading. Petals spread ing, f ree, obovate-spatulate, 
somewhat convex rounded, 5-veined, margin entire, spreading. Lip un ited to the column, somewhat 3-lobed ob long y 
general outline, b(ade spreading from the middle of the column; ecall ose, w ith a pair of short, parallel keels, that do not 
reach the base of the midlobe; lateral lobes small, widely subtriangular, margin erose-dentate; midlobe oblong, slightly 
concave near the apex, subacute, minutely apiculate, margln entire, Involute in natural position. Column short, thlCk, w ide 
at the base, graduall y narrowed towards the ap'ex, wedge-shapea, apex extend ing to the middle of the lip, the lateral 
margins reflexed, denticulate. Clinandrium-hooa reduced, margin entire. Anther 2-celled, ovoid, with a low, dorsal keel. 
Polllnia 2, narrowly obovoid. Rostellum subapical, slit. Nectary shallow, without penetrating the ovary, w ide, rounded, not 
inflated, minutely papillose. 

OTHER SPEClMENS: None seen. 

OISTRIBUTION ANO ECOLOGY: I<nown on ly from western Panama, from a cultivated plant. 

RECOGNITlON: Epidendrum sphenoste/e belongs to the Neowilliamsia Group characterized by the ancipitose stems and 
rachis, the rach is w ith condup ll cate, acute bracts, distichous, non-resupinate flowers, th e lip often digitate and the 2 or 4 
pollinla w ith 2 hard, lalllinar( caudicles. The species is recognized by: the relatively large flowers (sep'als 10 mlll long), the 
w ide, obovate-spatulate peta s, the oblong lip sp reading from the midélle of the colullln, w ith very smalllaterallobes canical 
column w ith and the apex w lth the lateral Illargins reflexed and denticulate. Epidendrum bicuniculatum has simifar sized 
flowers but the lip sp'reads fmm the base of the colum n and is w idely obovate, with prolllinent lateral lobes as long as the 
midlobe¡ and the colullln is thin, and the lam inar lateral margins are slightly erose. Epldendrum dvvyeri Hágsater has slightly 
smaller Tlowers (sepals 7-8.6 mm long), a suborbicu lar lip, cuneate, spatulate p'etals, and the column tnln and vertica lly 
compressed . Epidendrum philowercklel Hágsater & E.San tiago has very Similar wiae, colullln and nectary, but the flowers are 
smaller (sepa ls 6.0-6.5 mlll long), the lip 3-robed w ith the margin of díe latera l lobes divided and finger-l ike. 

NOTE: In nearl y all species of Epidendrum the lip expands frolll the apex of the calullln, or from where the union of the 
column and the claw of the lip end. However in thls species, the blade extends frolll the apical half of the col umn . E 
bicuniclllatllm and E eRidendroides the lip starts spread ing frolll the base of the column, and th e union of the column to the 
lip extends we ll beyono, to about the middle of the li p 01' beyond. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: OO. Data deficient. 

ETYMOLOGY: Frolll the Greek C><j>l]VOnOC; cuneate, 
and 0"[111..11, co lullln, in reference to the wedge-shaped 
co lumn of this species. 
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